Common Core English 9 Ms. Haro   Of Mice and Men and Million Dollar Baby: Synthesis Essay
READ/VIEW

THINK (take notes, brainstorm ideas)


“STRATEGIZE” (map out ideas- create logical progression of evidence)





WRITE






DISCOVER

Your task: You will compose a well-organized, detailed, cohesive essay about a particular theme that is conveyed in both the film Million Dollar Baby and Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men. Now that you have read the novel, think about what John Steinbeck seems to be saying about human nature and life in general.  As you view the film, you will look for and take notes on details relevant to themes presented in both stories. Strategize by mapping out your ideas in the form of an outline- identify quotes and events that support your conclusions about a certain theme in both works.  Write clearly, coherently, and specifically, using vivid, precise language.  Remember that the purpose of this assignment is for you to discover something about this theme and share this with the reader.

** You will base your essay on ONE of the following topics:

a) Both Paul Haggis’ Million Dollar Baby and Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men depict characters who struggle against the odds to achieve their dreams. 

b) The characters in Haggis’ Million Dollar Baby and Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men confront and attempt to overcome discrimination in their environments.

c) In both Million Dollar Baby and Of Mice and Men. the authors emphasize the human need for companionship and the importance of relationships.

d) The characters Frankie in Million Dollar Baby and George in Of Mice and Men must endure painful experiences and loss in order to gain awareness and wisdom.

DUE DATES: Outline- Friday, 10/24; first draft- Monday, 10/27-28
LENGTH:  approximately two pages, typed, double-spaced, 12 font, MLA Heading
ESSAY CHECKLIST

· Proper heading (Name, period, date in upper left-hand corner)

· Original, attention-getting title that reflects the content of your essay

· Introduction that includes titles and authors of the works, brief background on each, and a clear, direct thesis statement (last sentence)

· Relevant topic sentences in each body paragraph (at least three)

· Transitional words and phrases to link paragraphs (“likewise,” “furthermore,” “another,” “consequently,” etc.)

· SPECIFIC, detailed support for topic sentences

· one supporting quote per body paragraph from the quote bank

· Brief conclusion that summarizes key points and leaves the reader with a thought-provoking idea 

PREPARING TO WRITE 

Now that you have finished reading Of Mice and Men, you can think more broadly and deeply about the powerful messages Steinbeck seeks to convey through the story of George and Lennie.  Begin by brainstorming ideas related to the topics and questions listed on the other side of this sheet.  

Million Dollar Baby, a film written by Paul Haggis and directed by Clint Eastwood, is the tale of Frankie Dunn (played by Clint Eastwood), an aging, disillusioned trainer who reluctantly agrees to mold the inexperienced but fearless Maggie Fitzgerald (Hillary Swank) into a prize fighter.  Like George and Lennie, these two characters forge a bond based on a shared dream, a desire to overcome negative circumstances in their lives, and mutual dependency.  Like George and Lennie, they face a battle that will demand heart and courage.  

NOVEL\FILM OBSERVATIONS 

Please take notes on the following issues in Of Mice and Men before we begin viewing Million Dollar Baby.  As you watch the film, record your thoughts and impressions of characters/scenes that relate to the topics and questions below.  Remember that you will use these notes to formulate your comparative essay, so be as detailed and specific as possible!  

1. Dreams- Overcoming Obstacles    

What do the characters hope to achieve?  Why?  What stands in their way and how do they attempt to overcome these obstacles?  Are they successful?  Why or why not?  What do the authors seem to say about hope, perseverance, the “human spirit,”  etc.?

OMM:

MDB:  
        2.   Discrimination
         What kinds of discrimination do the characters face?  When, exactly, and how?  How do they handle

       this intolerance?  What messages about social justice do the authors attempt to convey? 
OMM:

MDB:  

3. Friendship\ Interdependency
How do the characters meet and become connected?  What conflicts do they face in their relationship and how do they overcome them?  In what ways are the characters dependent on each other?  What messages about human relationships do the authors present?

OMM:

MDB:  

4. Growth Through Suffering

What personal losses do the protagonists (George and Frankie) face?  How are both faced with painful ethical decisions?  What do they realize as a result?  What messages do the authors convey?
OMM:

MDB:  

Part I: The Outline

An outline acts a road map for you to follow as you compose your essay.  Because all of your thinking and organizing is done, the writing of the essay becomes a much less daunting task- all you have to do is follow your map!!

The sentence outline not only contains the major points to be covered, but lists supporting details as well.  Each point should be written as a complete sentence.

Complete the outline below, using complete sentences.

SUBJECT:_________________________________________________________________________________________

THESIS STATEMENT:________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Introduction (List ideas you will include)

Paragraph I.  (Topic Sentence)____________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
A. (Specific Support)________________________________________________________________

B. (Specific Support)________________________________________________________________
C. (Specific Support)________________________________________________________________
D. (Specific Support)________________________________________________________________
Paragraph II. _____________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

A.___________________________________________________________________________________


B.___________________________________________________________________________________

C.__________________________________________________________________________________

Transition.___________________________________________________________________________
Paragraph III._____________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

           A.___________________________________________________________________________________

B.___________________________________________________________________________________

C.__________________________________________________________________________________

Transition.___________________________________________________________________________
Conclusion (Again, list ideas you will include)

